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To make an image stand out or make a statement, photographers have several techniques or tools at their 
disposal.  
 
 
Background 
Backgrounds present both opportunities and challenges. The 
background of your image can put a subject in context and make it 
stand out. However, backgrounds can also overwhelm subjects 
and distract from them.  
 
 
 

 
 
Edges of the frame 
Once you have chosen your subject, you then have to decide 
what will be inside or outside of your frame. By including or 
excluding something from your frame you are steering your 
audience in a certain direction. Extreme crops create tension and 
clean frames create a sense of order. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Framing 
Framing is the technique of drawing attention to the subject by 
using other objects in the scene to act as a frame or border 
around it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Light 
Without light there would be no photography. It is the most 
important element to be aware of. Light can be: harsh, soft, 
warm, cold, pointed, diffused, artificial, available, etc. The 
quality of light affects how it is read by the viewer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moment  
Moments are a look, a touch or a gesture in a photograph. Moments tell 
stories; they tell something about the human condition. They can be quiet 
intimate moments or they can be harrowing moments that show tragedy or 
desperation. 
 
"Photography is not like painting. There is a creative fraction of a second 
when you are taking a picture. Your eye must see a composition or an 
expression that life itself offers you, and you must know with intuition when to 
click the camera. That is the moment the photographer is creative. The 
Moment! Once you miss it, it is gone forever." Henri Cartier-Bresson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perspective 
Perspective in photography refers to the appearance of 
depth or spatial relationships between objects, their 
dimensions and the position of the eye relative to the objects 
in an image. 
 
Closer objects appear larger, distant objects appear smaller. 
Similarly, shooting from below creates the illusion that the 
subject is dominant and shooting from above makes your 
subject appear vulnerable. 
	  
 
 



 
 
 
 
Portrait 
The objective of a portrait is to represent a 
person by capturing their personality or 
mood.  They are often a collaboration 
between the subject and the photographer. 
Portraits can be posed or candid. Two 
common forms of portraits are studio or 
environmental. Environmental portraits are 
images of people in their natural 
environment. These are most common in 
documentary work because the background 
of the photograph can add so much more to 
the story. 
 

 
Rule Of Thirds 
The principle of this rule is that you can split your image into 
thirds (both horizontally and vertically) to make nine equally 
sized parts. The four lines create four intersections. Studies 
have shown that people’s eyes usually naturally go to one of 
the intersection points rather than the center of the shot. 
 
The theory is that if you place points of interest in the 
intersections or along the lines that your photo becomes 
more balanced and will enable a viewer of the image to 
interact with it more naturally.  
 
 
Symmetry 
A symmetrical is a technique that can be overdone, but 
when the scene is right it can be very effective. Symmetrical 
shots are most effective when there is a strong point of 
interest.  
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